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Abstract : Urban spatial pattern interacts with the minds and bodies of citizens and influences their perception and attitudes,
which leads to a two-folded map of the same space: physical and Psychogeographic maps. Psychogeography is a field of inquiry
(rooted in literature and fiction) investigating how the environment affects the feelings and behaviors of individuals. This term
was posed by Situationist International Movement in the 1950s by Guy Debord; in the course of time, the artistic framework
evolved into a political issue, especially with the term Dérive, which indicates ‘deviation’ and ‘resistance’ to the existing spatial
reality. The term Dérive appeared on the track of Flânéur after one hundred years; and turned out to be a political tool to
transform everyday urban life. The three main concepts of psychogeography [walking, dérive, and palimpsest] construct the
epistemological framework for a psychogeographic spatial analysis. Mental representations investigating this framework would
provide a designer to capture the invisible layers of the gap between ‘how a space is conceived’ and ‘how the same space is
perceived  and  experienced.’  This  gap  is  a  neglected  but  critical  issue  to  discuss  in  the  planning  discipline,  and
psychogeography provides methodological inputs to cover the interrelation among top-down designs of urban patterning and
bottom-up reproductions of ‘the soul’  of urban space at the intersection of geography and psychology. City centers and
university campuses exemplify opposite poles of spatial organization and walking practice, which may result in differentiated
spatial appropriation forms. There is a traditional city center in Van, located at the core of the city with a dense population and
several activities, but not connected to Van Lake, which is the largest lake in the country. On the other hand, the university
campus is located at the periphery, and although it has a promenade along the lake’s coast and a regional hospital, it presents
a limited walking experience with ambiguous forms of spatial appropriation. The city center draws a vivid urban everyday life;
however, the campus presents a relatively natural life far away from the center. This paper aims to reveal the differentiated
psychogeographic maps of spatial appropriation at the city center vs. the university campus, which is located at the periphery
of the city and along the coast of the largest lake in Turkey. The main question of the paper is, “how do the psychogeographic
maps of spatial appropriation differentiate at the city center and university campus in Van within the walking experience with
reference to the two-folded map assumption.” The experiential maps of a core group of 15 planning students will be created
with the techniques of mental mapping, photographing, and narratives through attentive walks conducted together on selected
routes; in addition to these attentive walks, 30 more in-depth interviews will be conducted by the core group. The narrative of
psychogeographic mapping of spatial appropriation at the two spatial poles would display the conflicting soul of the city with
reference to sub-behavioural regions of walking, differentiated forms of derive and layers of palimpsest.
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