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Abstract : Many Chinese artists have used digital photography to create works with features of Chinese landscape paintings
since the 20th century. The ‘New Mountains and Water’ works created by digital techniques reflect the fusion of photographic
techniques and traditional Chinese aesthetic thoughts. Borrowing from Chinese landscape paintings in the Song Dynasty, the
Chinese photographer Yao Lu uses digital photography to reflect contemporary environmental construction in his series New
Landscapes. By portraying a variety of natural environments brought by urbanization in the contemporary period, Lu
deconstructs traditional Chinese paintings and reconstructs contemporary photographic practices. The primary object of this
study is to investigate how Chinese photographer Yao Lu redefines and re-interprets the relationship between tradition and
contemporaneity. In this study, Yao Lu’s series work New Landscapes is used for photo elicitation, which seeks to broaden
understanding of the development of Chinese landscape photography. Furthermore, discourse analysis will be used to evaluate
how Chinese social developments influence the creation of photographic practices. Through visual and discourse analysis, this
study aims to excavate the relationship between tradition and contemporaneity in Lu’s works. According to New Landscapes,
the study argues that in Lu’s interpretations of landscapes, tradition and contemporaneity are seen to establish a new
relationship. Traditional approaches to creation do not become obsolete over time. On the contrary, traditional notions and
styles of creation can shed new light on contemporary issues or techniques.
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