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Abstract : Although its use has been criticized over the years as being unencouraging, the green building concept is quickly
overtaking other concepts, particularly in the construction of commercial properties. The goal of the study is to identify the
variables influencing the use of green building practices when developing residential structures. A qualitative methodology,
using interviews with semi-structured open-ended questions to 35 property practitioners operating residential apartments in
Bloemfontein, South Africa, was used to collect primary data which was analysed using thematic content analysis. The findings
show that  while  respondents  have  a  good understanding of  green building principles,  they  are  not  being used in  the
construction of residential buildings in South Africa due to issues with green building approval procedures, the potential for
tenant rent increases, the cost of materials, technical issues, contractual issues, and a lack of awareness, among others. This
paper recommends among others an urgent need to implement measures by stakeholders towards enhancing the adoption of
green building concepts in the construction of residential buildings as well as incentivising its construction through lowered
property rates.
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