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Abstract : Similarities in behavior between perpetrators of school violence and those with a parent in prison raise concern
when considering the root causes of a student’s violent behavior. Dealing with parental incarceration is highly consequential on
a student’s emotional well-being and may cause aggressive behavior that can lead to them becoming a perpetrator of school
violence. These students are more likely to have interpersonal issues, antisocial tendencies, and a hostile demeanor, which are
factors that closely align with indicators of an offender of violence. Developmental risk factors of parental incarceration are
heavily understudied and often overlooked. This literature review aims to analyze the correlation between having a parent in
prison and exhibiting physical or verbal aggression in a school environment. Furthermore, it strives to bring awareness to the
inconsistencies in existing research and encourage a greater depth of study of the behavioral impacts, specifically in an
academic setting. Furthermore, it will elaborate on the effectiveness of current intervention programs, such as Project Avary,
Hope House, Kids Mates Inc., and Girl Scouts Beyond Bars, which provide immense support, as well as proposed methods of
implementation in a school environment. Creating a space for these students to cope ultimately aids in the prevention of violent
behaviors and intergenerational incarceration. Access to intervention programs, especially in schools located in areas with high
rates of incarceration, would greatly reduce the risk of these students becoming perpetrators of school violence.
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