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Abstract : Milk curd obstruction is commonly reported as being misdiagnosed for NEC, and they predominantly mimic each
other in clinical presentation, including abdominal distension, vomiting, constipation, feeding intolerance and frank or occult
blood PR. Using the case of a pre-term neonate misdiagnosed with necrotising enterocolitis when in fact, they had milk curd
obstruction, we compare the two diagnoses and why they are hard to differentiate, the risk factors for clinicians to consider
and the different management options. The main diagnostic tool for these conditions remains the plain radiograph and here we
present the original radiograph of the neonate and discuss the classical radiological features of both diagnoses. We conclude
that further imaging techniques such as ultrasound might be used to improve diagnosis when X-ray is inconclusive.
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