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Abstract : While market access remains important, Ghana’s major handicap is her inability to sustain export growth on the
open market. The causes of these could be attributed to inefficiency, lack of competitiveness and supply-side constraints. This
study examined the challenges faced by smallholder horticultural farmers and how it relates to their technical efficiency. The
study employed mixed methods to address the problem. Using the Millennium Development Account (MiDA) Farmer Based
Organization survey data on farm households in 23 districts in Ghana, the study assessed the technical efficiency of
smallholder horticultural farmers (taking into account production risks). Focus group discussions (FGDs) and in-depth
interviews were also conducted on smallholder mango, pineapple, and chilli pepper farmers selected districts in Ghana. Results
revealed the constraints faced by smallholder horticultural farmers to be marketing, training, funding, accessibility, and
affordability of inputs, land, access to credit, and the disconnect between themselves and policy makers and implementers.
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