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Abstract : The effects of landmine residues from the Zimbabwean liberation war are persisting. Landmines are violently
maiming and killing people and animals, causing certain areas inaccessible for agriculture and habitation, instilling fear, and
even inducing forced migration. A significant gap in landmines literature is that they are mainly treated as a humanitarian
issue and less scholarly. This paper engaged in theorising landmines using postcolonial literature as an epistemology. The
results exhibit three issues. One, postcolonial literature provides a timeframe, a process, a space, and an attitude towards
modernity on the inquiry of landmines. Two, landmines are understood in the context of war and were further decolonised to
pick unique principles studied. Lastly, some of the unique principles found in landmines after decolonising are their ability to
provide surveillance, repression and violent fate to all who cross the set boundaries. Therefore, theorising landmines can also
be pushed further to be understood through repression. This article concluded that landmines can be theorised outside
mainstream International Relations theories using postcolonial literature.
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