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Abstract : The Afghan Taliban returned to power corridors in Afghanistan in August 2021 after waging a twenty-year
insurgency in the country. U.S.-led forces completed their withdrawal from Afghanistan on August 30, 2021, but the Taliban
took control of the whole country till August 15, 2021. At the same time, some of the militant groups such as Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and Islamic State Khurasan (IS-K) reappeared in Pakistan’s borders and other areas and by increasing attacks
on the armed forces of Pakistan and minorities communities. These groups once again created a crucial challenge to the
internal security of the country. Since mid of 2021, many of the terrorist incidents in the countries specified in the areas of
Pakistan bordering Afghanistan were committed by TTP and IS-K. The aim of this paper is to investigate the reappearance of
TTP and IS-K in 2021 and 2022 as a crucial threat to the internal security of Pakistan. The author will particularly probe
threats to the security of military personnel and their installations and threats to human security, including danger to religious
minority communities in the different areas of the country, including border areas such as Waziristan, which was once a hub of
TTP and other militant groups in the 2000s. The author will employ the relevant method and appropriate theories of security
studies, such as religious extremism and terrorism, in this study. TTP, inspired by the Afghan Taliban, initially emerged in
Pakistan in 2007 and this group has so far targeted various religious and ethnic communities and government installations in
Pakistan. The group is not only against Pakistan’s government policies, but it also committed terrorist attacks on the
communities of the other Muslim sects and as well as non-Muslim communities. Most of the prominent figures of this violent
group disappeared or escaped to Afghanistan after military actions, such as the larger “Zarb-e-Azb” operation in Pakistan in
2015. IS-K, which established its branch of Khurasan covering Pakistan and Afghanistan in 2015, with its main formation in
Iraq and Syria in 2015, by targeting religious minorities such as Shia Muslims, has so far created a vital security challenge for
the security of the country.
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