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Abstract : This study was born out of the necessity to delve into and understand the intricate world of tattoos, a millenary art
that lays its foundation, although sometimes complex, for effective non-verbal communication. What is most astonishing about
a phenomenon such as irreversibly branding the skin, which at first glance may appear superficial, especially in the eyes of
those who do not fully understand its meaning, is the fact that it is actually one of the most enduring forms of communication:
body modification through tattoos or ornamental dyes indicated the wearer's membership in a particular ethnic group, social
class or religious community. Even within crime-based aggregations, tattoos had (and still have) the purpose of conveying one's
affiliation to a particular group, thus making one's criminal identity known. The profession of a language and cultural mediator
teaches that it is essential to be able to read between the lines to grasp all those aspects that words alone do not convey.
Tattooing, therefore, becomes a tool of analysis and a language that is not secondary to be taken into account for an in-depth
reading of the reality that surrounds us and of cultures different from our own.
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