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Abstract : Background: Advocacy of potential for community coalitions to positively address social determinants of health and
quality of life, little is known about the views of stakeholders involved in such efforts. This study sought to assess the provinces
leaders’ perspectives about social determinants related to the Health Neighborhood Initiative (HNI), a new county effort to
support community coalitions. Method and Subjects: We used a descriptive, qualitative study using personal interviews in
2022. We conducted it in the community coalition's “main cities committees” set across service planning areas that serve
vulnerable groups located in the seven registered healthy cities to WHO (Abha, Tareeb, Muhayel, Balqarn, Alharajah, Alamwah,
and Bisha).  We conducted key informant interviews with 76 governmental,  profit,  non-profit,  and community leaders to
understand their perspectives about the HNI. As part of a larger project, this study focused on leaders’ views about social
determinants of health related to the HNI. All interviews were audio-recorded and transcribed. An inductive approach to
coding was used, with text segments grouped by social determinant categories. Results: Provinces leaders described multiple
social determinants of health and quality of life that were relevant to the HNI community coalitions: housing and safety,
community violence, economic stability, city services coordination and employment and education. Leaders discussed how
social determinants were interconnected with each other and the need for efforts to address multiple social determinants
simultaneously to effectively improve health and quality of life. Conclusions: Community coalitions have an opportunity to
address multiple social determinants of health and quality of life to meet the social needs of vulnerable groups. Future research
should examine how community coalitions, like those in the HNI, can actively engage with community members to identify
needs and then deliver evidence-based care.
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