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Abstract : Tourism has continued to increase as a significant industry, enhancing economic growth and development in
Cameroon; due to the tremendous success of this industry, community participation (CP) has enhanced tourism development
(TD).  While  gaining  augmented  attractiveness,  considering  how local  CP is  encouraged in  such  initiatives  has  become
imperative. It has become essential to examine the importance of CP in the development of policies and planning processes for
the equitable distribution of benefits and the effects of TD in the country. This study will exactly explore the cases of CP in the
most populated cities in Cameroon (Douala and Yaoundé) and also understand how local CP is incorporated into tourism to
enhance development in the tourism industry in particular and Cameroon in general. This paper is based on a qualitative
research method, semi-structured interviews, and in-depth, face-to-face interviews carried out with the top administrators of
tourism, both in the public and private sectors, such as the minister, provincial and regional delegates of tourism, non-
governmental organizations (NGO), leaders of local community associations and tour operators. The forms and surveys were
open-ended with a high level of flexibility. The findings of this study will pose implications for the development of CP in tourism
initiatives programs in Cameroon and other developing economies.
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