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Abstract : There’s a common misconception that sports is an escape from the reality of life, and that it is what disconnects us
from the agendas of tomorrow. While this may be true for a select few, there’s more to sports than just competition and banter.
The bearing and impact society has on the sports we know and love has always existed and is greater than ever. However, to
many in the national media, it is almost seen as a taboo subject. Whether one realizes it or not, sports and society intersect at
every turn and it’s not a coincidence. In collaboration with the Woodrow Wilson Fellowship at Johns Hopkins University, a
video and podcast series titled Intersection of sports and society (ISS), dedicated to studying some of the most polarizing and
some of the least recognized issues in the world of sports that have a powerful social bearing on every demographic will debut
in the Summer of 2023. Issues like race, gender, and sexuality, as well as how they have been challenged and addressed
historically in the sports realm will be discussed to a great extent in the series. With the collaboration of many authors,
researchers, and former athletes, the podcast will be a platform for them to not only share their discoveries but to have an
extensive dialogue on the impact their work and current events have had on the issues. Set to be released in the summer of
2023, the series will have a list of great researchers and authors, headlined by New York Times writer and best-selling author
Jonathan Abrams, who in 2017, published a book titled Boys Among Men: How the Prep-to-Pro Generation Redefined the NBA
and Sparked a Basketball Revolution. His expertise on the matters of the high school and collegiate sports will be reflected in a
very important conversation on the evolution of the high school-to-professional route, the historic exploitation of black student
athletes by the NCAA, and how the new rules allowing for greater freedom of choice for young athletes has benefitted minority
athletes coming from impoverished backgrounds. This episode is just a preview of a list of important topics that to the author’s
best knowledge aren't typically discussed by the national media. Many more topics include women’s sports representation, the
struggle for achieving fair minority representation in NFL coaching and front office positions, the story of race and baseball
within the Boston Red Sox organization, and what the rise of the black quarterback means for America. Many people fail to
realize how the sports we all know and love have any social bearing on them and the athletes who play them. The hope with
this project is to shed light on the social relevance that exists in the realm of sports, where we have for years failed to see and
acknowledge a connection between sports and society.
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