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Abstract : Arabic literature, from the very past, is divided into two basic parts: prose and poetry. It will not be wrong if it is
said that this division of literature is found even in the era of ignorance (before-Islam). In this period, prose was given a kind of
ignorance while poetry was given much significance since people showed deeper interest in its melodious impact while
listening and singing as compared to prose writing. Because poetry was directly appealing to the emotions of the people, it was
celebrated as universal genre and prose remained in a subordinate position due to its diction. Despite this attitude towards the
genre of prose, some of the prosaic arts were orally transmitted from one generation to another during the era of ignorance.
Later on, in the Omayyad and Abbasside periods, when literature was properly classified, this art was given its proper
placement in the history. In this connection, there are three important aspects of this genre i.e. will, tales, and sacerdotal
words. This paper traces the historical background of these categories and how they contributed to the modern understanding
of literature in terms of its diction, themes, and kinds of prose writing. This is a descriptive and qualitative research which will
add insight into the role these terms can play in understanding the thinking and inclination of people in the days of ignorance.
Keywords : Arabic literature, era of ignorance, prose, special arts, analysis
Conference Title : ICCLLS 2023 : International Conference on Comparative Literature and Literary Studies
Conference Location : Rome, Italy
Conference Dates : July 17-18, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:17, No:07, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

07
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
60

01
4.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(07) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/160014.pdf

