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Abstract : Planners regularly use citizen input as empirical data to help them better understand community issues they know
very little about. This type of community data is based on the lived experiences of local residents and is known as "emic" data.
What is becoming more common practice for planners is their use of data from local experts and stakeholders (known as "etic"
data or the outsider perspective) to help them fill in the gaps in their analysis of applied planning research projects. Utilizing
international Health Impact Assessment (HIA) data, I look at who planners invite to their citizen input investigations. Research
presented in this paper shows that planners access a wide range of emic and etic community perspectives in their search for
the “community’s view.” The paper concludes with how planners can chart out a new empirical path in their execution of
emic/etic citizen participation strategies in their applied planning research projects.
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