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Abstract : The aim of this paper is the study of the cultural and anthropological consequences of the historical natural
disasters in Abruzzo (Italy, Central Apennine). These events have left cultural marks in local traditions as well as mythological
stories, specific cults, or sanctuary areas in apotropaic function to prevent catastrophic events. Despite the difficult to find
archaeological evidence of natural disasters, neverthless, the analisys of micro placenames, directly or indirectly related to
such events, represents an integrated and interdisciplinary approach between seismology studies and landscape analysis.
Toponymic data, indeed, highlight the strong relation between geomorphological features of areas affected by natural disasters
and heritage community resilience, such as, for example, the cult of St. Agatha, widespread in the nearby of healing spring-
water and ancient caves as a place of worship, in continuity with pagan rituals.
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