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Abstract : The global rate of decline in entrepreneurial activities, and the prevalence in Africa, especially Nigeria, is more
worrisome. In recent times, these problems, such as the lack of accessibility and utilization of financial incentives needed to
promote entrepreneurial activities, have led to a decrease in entrepreneurial activities. The causes of the decline have been
evaluated from a different perspective and have further confirmed the relevance and need for the sustainability of the Fashion
industry. With the increasing rate of unemployment and poverty in Nigeria and the literature gap in the social context, this
study investigated the patterns of sustainable financial incentives utilisation among fashion design entrepreneurs in Nigeria
through a qualitative approach. The Eastern part of Nigeria was considered in this study because of the high rate of market
activity for textile and clothing firms. Specifically, Delta state was considered in this study. A purposive sampling technique
was used to select key informants consisting of twelve (12) executives of the associations (i.e., Fashion Designer & Exhibitors
Association, Delta Fashion Designers, and Fashion Designers Association of Nigeria for the interview sessions. Four themes
emanate from the thematic analysis -lack of sufficient collateral, difficulties and duration of loan application processes,
unacceptable business proposal/plan, and the absence of audited financial accounts were found to be the patterns of
sustainable financial incentives utilisation among fashion design entrepreneurs in Nigeria. The promotion of sustainable
patterns and supports has been suggested to reduce the challenges of sustainable financial incentives utilisation among fashion
design entrepreneurs.
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