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Abstract : Aim: The study aimed to develop and validate a culturally appropriate patient-reported outcome measure for
measuring dignity for older adults during acute hospital admissions. Design: A three-phased mixed-method sequential
exploratory design was used. Methods: Concept elicitation and generation of items for the scale was informed by older adults’
perspectives about dignity during acute hospitalization and a literature review. Content validity evaluation and pre-testing
were undertaken using standard instrument development techniques. A cross-sectional survey design was conducted involving
270 hospitalized older adults for evaluation of construct and convergent validity, internal consistency reliability, and test-retest
reliability of the scale. Analysis was performed using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences, version 25. Reporting of the
study was guided by the Strengthening the Reporting of Observational Studies in Epidemiology (STROBE) checklist. Results:
We established the 15-item Hospitalized Older Adults’ Dignity Scale that has a 5-factor structure: Shared Decision-Making (3
items); Healthcare Professional-Patient Communication (3 items); Patient Autonomy (4 items); Patient Privacy (2 items); and
Respectful Care (3 items). Excellent content validity, adequate construct and convergent validity, acceptable internal
consistency reliability, and good test-retest reliability were demonstrated. Conclusion: We established the Hospitalized Older
Adults Dignity Scale as a valid and reliable scale to measure dignity for older adults during acute hospital admissions. Future
studies using confirmatory factor analysis are needed to corroborate the dimensionality of the factor structure and external
validity of the scale. Routine use of the scale may provide information that informs the development of strategies to improve
dignity-related care in the future. Impact: The development and validation of the Hospitalized Older Adults Dignity Scale will
provide healthcare professionals with a feasible and reliable scale for measuring older adults’ dignity during acute
hospitalization. Routine use of the scale may enable the capturing and incorporation of older patients’ perspectives about their
healthcare experience and provide information that informs the development of strategies to improve dignity-related care in
the future.
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