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Abstract : Aeronautics is regarded as a strategically important sector for European competitiveness. It was at the heart of
European entrepreneurial development since the industry was born. Currently, the EU is the world leader in the production of
civil aircraft, including helicopters, aircraft engines, parts, and components. It is recording a surplus in trade relating to
aerospace products, which are exported all over the globe. Also, this industry shows above-average investments in research
and development, as demonstrated in the patent activity in this area. The post-pandemic recovery of the industry will partly
depend on the possibilities to streamline collaboration in further research and innovation activities. Aeronautics features as
one of the often selected priority domains in smart specialisation, which represents the main regional and national approach in
developing  and  implementing  innovation  policies  in  Europe.  The  basis  for  the  selection  of  priority  domains  for  smart
specialisation lies in the mapping of innovative potential, with research and patent activities being among the key elements of
this analysis. This research is aimed at identifying characteristics of the trends in research and patent activities in the regions
and countries that base their competitiveness on the aeronautics sector. It is also aimed at determining the scope and patterns
of collaborations in aeronautics between innovators from the European regions, focusing on revealing new technology areas
that emerge from these collaborations. For this purpose, we developed a methodology based on desk research and the analysis
of the PATSTAT patent database as well as the databases of R&I framework programmes.
Keywords : aeronautics, smart specialisation, innovation, research, regional policy
Conference Title : ICAA 2023 : International Conference on Aeronautics and Aeroengineering
Conference Location : Helsinki, Finland
Conference Dates : July 06-07, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering

Vol:17, No:07, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 A
er

os
pa

ce
 a

nd
 M

ec
ha

ni
ca

l E
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

Vo
l:1

7,
 N

o:
07

, 2
02

3 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

59
37

7.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(07) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/159377.pdf

