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Abstract : Chahar Bagh, the symbol of the world, displayed around the pool of life in the centre, attempts to emulate Eden. It
represents a duality concept based on the division of the universe into two perceptional insights, a celestial and an earthly one.
Chahar Bagh garden pattern refers to the Garden of Eden, that was watered and framed by main four rivers. This microcosm is
combined with a mystical love of flowers, sweet-scented trees, the variety of colors, and the sense of eternal life. This symbol of
the integration of spontaneous expressivity of the natural elements and reasoning awareness of man strives for the ideal of
divine perfection. Through collecting and analyzing the data, the prevalence and continuous influence of Chahar Bagh concept
on selected historical gardens was elaborated and evaluated. After the conquest of Persia by the Arabs in the 7th century,
Chahar Bagh was adopted and spread throughout the Islamic expansion, from the Middle East, westward across northern
Africa to Morocco and the Iberian Peninsula, and eastward through Iran to Central Asia and India. Furthermore, its continuity
to the mid of 16th century Renaissance period is shown. By adapting the semiotic theory of Peirce and Saussure on the Persian
garden, Chahar Bagh was defined as the basic pattern language for the garden culture. The hypothesis of the continuous
influence of Chahar Bagh pattern language on today’s landscape architecture was examined on selected works of Dieter
Kienast, as the important and relevant protagonist of his time (end of twentieth ct.) and up to our time. Chahar Bagh pattern
language offers collective cultural sensitive healing wisdom transmitted down through the millennia. Through my reflections in
Dieter  Kienast’s  works,  I  transformed  my  personal  experience  into  a  transpersonal  understanding  regarding  the  Sufi
philosophy and the Jung psychology, which brings me to define new design theories and methods to form a spiritual, as I call it”
Quaternary Perception Model” for landscape architecture. Based on a cognition process through self-journeying in this holistic
model,  human consciousness  can be developed to  access  to  “higher”  levels  of  being and embrace the unity.  The self-
purification and mindfulness through transpersonal confrontation in the ”Quaternary Perception Model” generates a form of
heart-based  treatment.  I  adapted  the  seven  spiritual  levels  of  Sufi  self-development  on  the  perception  of  landscape,
representing the stages of the self, ranging from absolutely self-centered to pure spiritual humanity. I redefine and reread the
elements and features of Chahar Bagh pattern language for today’s landscape architecture. The “lost paradise” lies in our
heart and can be perceived by all humans in landscapes and cities designed in the spirit of” Quaternary Model”.
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