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Abstract : Much of critical thought dismisses the notion of subaltern women engaging in resistance because of her complex
colonial identity. She is seen in postcolonial theory as being "doubly effaced" and removed from exercising control to speak up
and taking part in defiance. This line of reasoning suggests a critical area in which engaging with issues unavoidably excludes
subaltern women from the emerging resistance discourse. A position like this also suggests a closed-minded view of human
experience and a desire to maintain subalternity. The argument here is that subaltern women might be understood as
achieving agency when they engage in resistance and speak out about their circumstances, whether aloud or in silence. Using
deductions from Mahasweta Devi's literary narratives such as Imaginary Maps and Breast Stories, the study investigates the
tactics Devi employs to engage marginalised women into resistance and establishes that the 'body' emerges in her stories not
just as a site of oppression but also as an important motif of power and resistance.
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