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Abstract : The recent migrant crisis has revealed an unmet demand for increased international protection and promotion of
migrant rights. Europe has found itself at the centre of the migration crisis, being the recipient to the largest number of
asylum-seekers since the conclusion of the second World War. Rather than impart a unified humanitarian lens of offering legal
protections, the Schengen territory is devising new, preventative measures to confront the influx of asylum-seekers. This paper
will focus on the refugee crisis in Europe as it relates to the Central Mediterranean route. To do so, it will outline the increased
need for international protection for migrant rights through analyzing historic human rights treaties and conventions; the
formation of  the  current  composition  of  the  Schengen area;  the  evolutionary  changes  in  policies  and legal  landscapes
throughout Europe and the Central Mediterranean route; the vernacular transformation surrounding refugees, migrants, and
asylum-seekers;  and  expose  the  gaps  in  international  protection.  It  will  also  discuss  Europe’s  critical  position,  both
geographically and conceptually, critiquing the notion of European victimization. Lastly, it will discuss the increased harm of
preventative border measures and argue for tangible sustainability solutions through economic programming models in highly
vulnerable countries. To do so, this paper will observe a case study in Algeria that has conceded to an economic programming
model for forced migrants. In 2017 amid worker shortages, Algeria announced it would grant African migrants’ legal status to
become agriculturalists and construction workers. Algeria is one of the few countries along the Central Mediterranean route
that has adopted a law to govern foreign nationals’  conditions of entry, stay and circulation. Thereafter,  it  will  provide
recommendations for solutions for forced migration along the Central Mediterranean route and advocate for strengthened
protections under international law.
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