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Abstract : This research uses a qualitative case study of the literature review approach to explore and analyze the relationship
between three pairs of famous and talented women in China and uncovers certain regularities. From all kinds of available
Chinese materials, such as biographies, memoirs, and news reports, both in papers and from the internet, we carefully selected
the following 3 pairs of 6 Chinese women, whose relationships went through upheavals from friendship to jealousy and
hostility, and we analyzed many factors contributing to this kind of relationship. (1) Hong Huang and Su Mang, both are
leaders in the contemporary Chinese fashion industry as editors-in-chief of major fashion magazines. (2) Lin Huiyin and Xie
Bingxin, both are phenomenally successful women in the field of literature and/or architecture throughout most of the 20th
century. They are also quite similar in terms of age, family background, professional achievements, and celebrity status, but
the former has multiple men's pursuit  and admiration,  while the latter has fewer.  (3)  Zhang Ailing and Su Qing,  their
achievements in the field of literature are remarkably similar, as top two female authors in metropolitan Shanghai during
1940s. They once admired each other's talents very much. Zhang’s husband used to have a relationship with Su Qing, and it
was through Su Qing that he met Zhang Ailing. Major Findings: (1) Across the three pairs of case studies, it is observed that
the more they are similar to each other in age, family background, education level, career positions, and social statues, the
more they are likely to be in discord, jealousy, and hostility. (2) In the relationship between Chinese women, especially between
talented, educated women, if there are men involved and one is more adored and favored by men than the other, such as in the
2nd and third pairs, the resulting jealousy deepens the negative relationship between them. (3) The relationship between
talented and successful Chinese women, as shown in the third example, where a man was introduced by a woman to her close
female friend, and then the man fell in love with her and married her, would undoubtedly deteriorate until jealousy, hatred, and
hostility reached climax.
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