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Abstract : Free Basic Education (FBE) policy implementation in Secondary Schools has been one of thrilled undertaking both
to the government and household in Tanzania.  On the one hand,  the government has achieved citizenry acceptance to
responsibility  and accountability,  and on the other  hand,  the household  has  been relieved from social  costs  that  were
unbearable and deprived many Tanzanians access to basic education and secondary education in particular. Specifically, this
study presents a descriptive survey conducted in two districts of Kagera region located at the northern part of Tanzania. Three
objectives were pursued to identify achievements realized and challenges in the FBE implementation, and also stakeholders’
proposals were explored on how to improve FBE implementation. A sample of 91 respondents, including school managers,
teachers, students, and parents, were involved in the study. Both questionnaires and interviews were used whereby the
quantitative data were analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS), and content analysis was used to analyze
the qualitative data. The results show that implementation of free education policy in secondary schools had far positive impact
on the improvement of school management, school attendance, reduced school drop-out, reduced parents-school managers
conflicts, and increased enrollment rates. Notwithstanding that, the political machinery remains instrumental to instigate
policy reforms in education sector. Nevertheless, the alienating interests of politibureau, often top-down and blanketed by
superficial  government  redness,  can  hardly  be  feasible  to  wield  such  huge  programme given  staggering  stakeholders’
awareness of the actual requirements and unlatching resources to back up policy implementation. The study recommends that
further studies on stakeholders’ conceptions on the FBE and equity of financing of basic education in Tanzania.
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