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Abstract : The article focuses on the training needs of secondary school teachers related to the knowledge component of
instructional planning and strategies as stated in the National professional standards for teachers in Pakistan. The study aimed
to determine the training needs of secondary school teachers on different aspects of knowledge & understanding component of
instructional planning and strategies. The target population of the study was the secondary school teachers across Pakistan.
For this purpose, a sample of 400 secondary school teachers was selected through multistage sampling from all the four
provinces and Federal capital area. Survey method was adopted to assess the training needs by using a self reporting tool. The
tool helped to gauge the training needs through indirect inventory questions as well as a ranking list in which the respondents
themselves prioritized their training areas. The results showed variation between the direct and indirect reporting of the
teachers on the basis of which it was concluded that the secondary school teachers needed awareness about the knowledge
component of instructional planning and strategies in order to redefine their actual training needs. The researcher further
identified the training needs of secondary school teachers within each province and Islamabad capital territory; including an
analysis of variations between strata. As teachers are considered agents of change, their training according to the professional
standards should provide a solid base for “rethinking education”.
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