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Abstract : The issue of targeted killing has become a part of modern international law topics, as its spread has been
accompanied by the technological development of weapons and military equipment, especially armed drones. Until now, there
is no specific definition or legal framework for targeted killing in international law, and the issue of its compatibility with
international law is still subject to debate and controversy. The case of the targeted killing of General Qassem Soleimani
sparked waves of reactions and discussions between legal scholars and US officials in an argument about the legality of killing
him in the light of international law rules and US domestic law. This paper firstly discusses the legality of targeted killing in
international law and US domestic law; after that, it studies the legal bases and the legal system that governs these operations,
while in the second section, it sheds light on the case of Soleimani’s targeted killing in light of international law and US
domestic law, by examining the different views of jurists in this regard.
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