
Shifting to Electronic Operative Notes in Plastic surgery
Authors : Samar Mousa, Galini Mavromatidou, Rebecca Shirley
Abstract : Surgeons carry out numerous operations in the busy burns and plastic surgery department daily. Writing an
accurate operation note with all the essential information is crucial for communication not only within the plastics team but
also to the multi-disciplinary team looking after the patient, including other specialties, nurses and GPs. The Royal college of
surgeons of England, in its guidelines of good surgical practice, mentioned that the surgeon should ensure that there are clear
(preferably typed) operative notes for every procedure. The notes should accompany the patient into recovery and to the ward
and should give sufficient detail to enable continuity of care by another doctor. The notes should include the Date and time,
Elective/emergency procedure, Names of the operating surgeon and assistant, Name of the theatre anesthetist, Operative
procedure carried out, Incision, Operative diagnosis, Operative findings, Any problems/complications, Any extra procedure
performed and the reason why it was performed, Details of tissue removed, added or altered, Identification of any prosthesis
used, including the serial numbers of prostheses and other implanted materials, Details of closure technique, Anticipated blood
loss, Antibiotic prophylaxis (where applicable), DVT prophylaxis (where applicable), Detailed postoperative care instructions
and Signature. Fourteen random days were chosen in December 2021 to assess the accuracy of operative notes and post-
operative care. A total of 163 operative notes were examined. The average completion rates in all domains were 85.4%. An
electronic operative note template was designed to cover all domains mentioned in the Royal College of surgeons' good
surgical practice. It is kept in the hospital drive for all surgeons to use.
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