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Abstract : In 25 km southeast of Zabul (center of Sistan, in the east of Iran), a large hill can be seen. This hill, which is located
next to the bend of the Sistan river, is known as the Tappeh Shahrestan. The length of the Tappeh Shahrestan is 1350 meters,
its width is 360 meters, and its height is 20 meters, which in total reaches to 48 hectares. The capital of Sistan province was
Ram Shahrestan in the Sassanid period, according to Iranian historical texts and Sassanid Pahlavi traditions. The city was
abandoned because the nearby river dried up. Then another capital was built in Sistan called Zarang. But due to the long
passage of time since the destruction of the city, its real location was forgotten and and some archaeologists have suggested
different areas as the main location of the Ram Shahrestan. In 2018, the first archaeological field activities took place on and
around the hillin order to answer this question: was Tappe Shahristan the same as Ram Shahristan, the capital of Sistan,
during the Sassanid period? In order to answer this question, archaeological field activities were carried out on and around the
hill.  The field activities of the first season included the followings: 1- Preparation of hill  topography and plan metric 3-
Archaeogeophysics studies 3-Methodical study of archeology 4-Determining the range of the hill by soundings5-Documentation
of the hill 6-Classification, typology, and comparison of pottery typology. The results of archaeological field activities in the first
phase of Tappeh Shahrestan showed that this ancient site was the same city of Ram Shahrestan, the capital of Sistan, during
the Sassanid period. The beginning of settlement in this city was the third century BC and the time of leaving was the end of
the third century AD. The most important factors in the creation of the city was the abundant water of the Sistan River and its
convenient location, and the most important reason for the abandonment of the city was the Sistan River, whose water
completely dried up.
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