
Teachers’ Role and Principal’s Administrative Functions as Correlates of
Effective Academic Performance of Public Secondary School Students in Imo

State, Nigeria
Authors : Caroline Nnokwe, Iheanyi Eneremadu
Abstract : Teachers and principals are vital and integral parts of the educational system. For educational objectives to be met,
the role of teachers and the functions of the principals are not to be overlooked. However, the inability of teachers and
principals to carry out their roles effectively has impacted the outcome of the students’ performance. The study, therefore,
examined teachers’ roles and principal’s administrative functions as correlates of effective academic performance of public
secondary school students in Imo state, Nigeria. Four research questions and two hypotheses guided the study. The study
adopted a correlation research design. The sample size was 5,438 respondents via the Yaro-Yamane technique, which consists
of  175  teachers,  13  principals  and  5,250  students  using  the  proportional  stratified  random  sampling  technique.  The
instruments  for  data  collection  were  a  researcher-made  questionnaire  titled  Teachers’  Role/Principals’  Administrative
Functions Questionnaire (TRPAFQ) with a Cronbach Alpha coefficient of .82 and student's internal results obtained from the
school authorities. Data collected were analyzed using the Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient and simple linear
regression. Research questions were answered using Pearson Product Moment Correlation statistics, while the hypotheses
were tested at 0.05 level of significance using regression analysis. The findings of the study showed that the educational
qualification  of  teachers,  organizing,  and  planning  correlated  student’s  academic  performance  to  a  great  extent,  while
availability and proper use of instructional materials by teachers correlated the academic performance of students to a very
high extent. The findings also revealed that there is a significant relationship between teachers’ role, principals’ administrative
functions and student’s academic performance of public secondary schools in Imo State, The study recommended among others
that there is the need for government, through the ministry of education, and education authorities to adequately staff their
supervisory department in order to carry out proper supervision of secondary school teachers, and also provide adequate
instructional materials to ensure greater academic performance among secondary school students of Imo state, Nigeria.
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