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Abstract : Short stories for language development are deeply rooted elsewhere in any language syllabus. Its relevance is
manifold. The short stories have the power to take the students to the target culture directly from the classroom. It works as a
crucial factor in enhancing language skills in different ways. This article is an outcome of an experimental study conducted for
a month on the 12th graders where they were engaged in different creative and critical-thinking activities along with various
tasks that ranged from knowledge level to application level. The sole purpose was to build up their confidence in speaking in
the classroom as well as develop all their language skills simultaneously. With the start of the class in August 2021, the
students'  speaking skill  and their  confidence in speaking in the class was tested.  The test  was abruptly  followed by a
presentation of a short story from their culture. The students were engaged in different tasks related to the story. The
PowerPoint slides, handouts with the story, and tasks on photocopy were used as tools whenever needed. A one-month class
exclusively on speaking skills through sharing stories was found to be very helpful in developing confidence in the learners.
The result was very satisfactory. A large number of students became responsive in the class. The proficiency level was not
satisfactory; however, their effort to speak in class showed a very positive sign in language development.
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