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Abstract : Antonio Romero y Andía, was one of the most active and interesting figures in 19th century Spanish music. He was
not only an exceptional clarinetist, he was also a publisher, a brilliant oboist, a music critic, and he revitalized Madrid’s musical
scene by promoting orchestras and a national opera. In 1849, Romero was appointed Professor of Clarinet at the Conservatory
of Madrid. Shortly after, Romero introduced to Spain the Boehm-System clarinet recently appeared in France. However, when
initial interest in that system waned, he conceived his own system in 1853. The clarinet was manufactured in Paris by Lefêvre,
who registered its first patent in 1862. In 1867 a second version was patented, and a year earlier, in 1866, the Romero clarinet
was adopted as an official instrument for teaching the clarinet at the Conservatory of Madrid. The Romero-System clarinet
mechanism has incorporated numerous additional devices and several extra keys, its skillful combination in a single instrument
represents not only one of the pinnacles in the manufacture of musical instruments of the 19th century, but also an authentic
synthesis of knowledge and practice in an era in which woodwind instruments were shaped as we know them today. Through
the description and analysis of the data related to the aforementioned historical period, this lecture will try to show a crucial
time in the history of all woodwind instruments, a period of technological effervescence in which the Romero-System clarinet
emerged. The different stages of conception of the clarinet will be described, as well as its manufacturing and marketing
process. Romero played with his clarinet system over twenty-five years. The research has identified the repertoire associated
with this instrument whose conclusions will be presented in its case in the Congress.
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