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Abstract :  Ongoing, effective teacher professional learning is acknowledged as a critical  influence on teacher practice.
However, it is unclear whether the elements of effective professional learning result in transformed teacher practice in the
classroom. This research project is interested in 4C teacher professional learning. The professional learning practices to assist
teachers in transforming their practice to integrate the 4C capabilities seldom feature in the academic literature. The 4Cs are a
shorthand way of representing the concepts of communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical reflection and refer to the
capabilities  needed for  deeper  learning,  personal  growth,  and effective  participation  in  society.  The  New South  Wales
curriculum review (2020) acknowledges that identifying, teaching, and assessing the 4C capabilities are areas of challenge for
teachers. However, it also recognises that it is essential for teachers to build the confidence and capacity to understand, teach
and assess the capabilities necessary for learners to thrive in the 21st century. This qualitative research project explores the
professional learning experiences of sixteen teachers in four different primaries (K-6) settings in Sydney, Australia, who are
learning to integrate, teach and assess the 4Cs. The project draws on the Theory of Practice Architecture as a framework to
analyse and interpret teachers' experiences in each site. The sixteen participants in the study are teachers from four primary
settings and include early career, experienced, and teachers in leadership roles (including the principal). In addition, some of
the participants are also teachers who are learning within a Community of Practice (CoP) as their school setting is engaged in a
4C professional learning, Community of Practice. Qualitative and arts-informed research methods are utilised to examine the
cultural-discursive, social-political, and material-economic practice arrangements of the site, explore how these arrangements
may have shaped the professional learning experiences of teachers, and in turn, influence the teaching practices of the 4Cs in
the setting. The research is in the data analysis stage (October 2022),  with preliminary findings pending. The research
objective is to investigate the elements of the professional learning experiences undertaken by teachers to teach the 4Cs in the
primary setting. The lens of practice architectures theory is used to identify the influence of the practice architectures on
critical praxis in each site and examine how the practice arrangements enable or constrain the teaching of 4C capabilities. This
research aims to offer deep insight into the practice arrangements which may enable or constrain teacher professional learning
in the 4Cs. Such insight from this study may contribute to a better understanding of the practices that enable teachers to
transform their practice to achieve the integration, teaching, and assessment of the 4C capabilities.
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