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Abstract : Background: Cervical cancer (CC), colorectal cancer (CRC), and breast cancer (BC) are diseases that can be
prevented/detected through early test. Through educational programs, individuals can become better informed about these
cancers and understand the importance of  screening and early  detection.  A community-based educational  program was
developed to improve knowledge and awareness toward the screening of the three cancer types in a South Texas underserved
population. Methods: Residents living in Laredo, Texas were invited to participate in the present study. From January 2020 to
April 2021, participants were recruited using social media and flyer distributions in general community. Participants received a
free live web cancer education presentation delivered by bilingual community health educators, and online pre- and post-
education surveys for CC, CRC, and BC separately. Pre-post changes in knowledge for individual items were compared using
McNemar’s chi-squared tests. Results: Overall,  participants demonstrated increases in CC (n=237), CRC (n=59), and BC
(n=56) screening knowledge and awareness after receiving the cancer screening education (Ps<0.05). After receiving the
cancer screening education, 85-97% of participants had an intent to talk to a healthcare provider about CC/CRC/BC screening,
88-97% had an intent to get a CC/CRC/BC screening test in the next 12 months or at the next routine appointment, and 90-97%
had an intent to talk about CC/CRC/BC with their family members or friends. Conclusion: A community-based educational
program can help increase knowledge and awareness about cervical, colorectal, and breast cancer screening, promote positive
changes in population's knowledge and awareness about the benefits of cancer screening.
Keywords : cervical cancer, colorectal cancer, breast cancer, educational program, health knowledge, awareness, Hispanics,
screening, health education
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