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Abstract : Habermas' definition of public sphere is a classical and well-regarded theory of the formation of public opinions,
laying the foundation for many researches on public opinions and public media. In recent decades, public media have been
changing rapidly as social media are gaining increasing importance. However, the occurrence of group polarization on social
media, which is a hot issue today, is challenging Habermas' theory of the public sphere. This article reviews the public sphere
theory and studies group polarization and social media. It proposes ideas on how to understand group polarization within the
public sphere and comes up with some suggestions and ideas to reduce polarization on social media.
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