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Abstract : If the contemporary notion of welfare arises from the horizontal material needs and to be structured by the vertical
framework of the state, Islamic societal-based welfare is to be shaped by moral based and faith inspired ihsan (benevolence)
culture in producing the ‘Ihsani’ version of the enhancement of the political participation, democratic culture, good governance
and self-realisation, which eventually culminating towards the bigger picture of ‘development’. This paper will analytically
investigate on how the over-arching principle of ‘ihsan’ could be an essential tool in harmonizing the social-based welfare
instrument as another conceptual framework to formulate a conceptual approach towards development and poverty elevation
beyond the state. Essentially, this research will employ the inductive method of exploration on Islamic epistemological sources
and  historical  evidence,  to  formulate  the  discursive  concept  of  non-state  societal-based  welfare  based  on  the  ‘ihsani’
framework.
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