World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Health and Medical Engineering
Vol:17, No:10, 2023

Applications of Forensics/DNA Tools in Combating Gender-Based Violence: A
Case Study in Nigeria

Authors : Edeaghe Ehikhamenor, Jennifer Nnamdi

Abstract : Introduction: Gender-based violence (GBV) was a well-known global crisis before the COVID-19 pandemic. The
pandemic burden only intensified the crisis. With prevailing lockdowns, increased poverty due to high unemployment,
especially affecting females, and other mobility restrictions that have left many women trapped with their abusers, plus
isolation from social contact and support networks, GBV cases spiraled out of control. Prevalence of economic with cultural
disparity, which is greatly manifested in Nigeria, is a major contributory factor to GBV. This is made worst by religious
adherents where the females are virtually relegated to the background. Our societal approaches to investigations and sanctions
to culprits have not sufficiently applied forensic/DNA tools in combating these major vices. Violence against women or some
rare cases against men can prevent them from carrying out their duties regardless of the position they hold. Objective: The
main objective of this research is to highlight the origin of GBV, the victims, types, contributing factors, and the applications of
forensics/DNA tools and remedies so as to minimize GBV in our society. Methods: Descriptive information was obtained
through the search on our daily newspapers, electronic media, google scholar websites, other authors' observations and
personal experiences, plus anecdotal reports. Results: Findings from our exploratory searches revealed a high incidence of
GBV with very limited or no applications of Forensics/DNA tools as an intervening mechanism to reduce GBV in Nigeria.
Conclusion: Nigeria needs to develop clear-cut policies on forensics/DNA tools in terms of institutional framework to develop a
curriculum for the training of all stakeholders to fast-track justice for victims of GBV so as to serve as a deterrent to other
culprits.
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