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Abstract : Notably, China is a major global economy, thus increasing debate parlance of foreign policy that sees China as a
superpower. China’s investment in Africa is visibly seen in African markets with substantial involvement of its multinationals in
key commercial sectors such as infrastructure, telecoms, and agriculture. Not minding its positive economic impact on Africa,
the debate around the China-African relationship has continued to be filled with some sort of inconsistency and ambiguity. This
work engaged a qualitative research method while answering the question of whether the socioeconomic marriage of
convenience between African states and China, is a means and the end to the Chinese control of African economy? Can China-
Africa’s relationship engender Africa’s economic development or is it a threat to Africa’s development? The paper argued that
through the secret dealings of the Chinese companies with African leaders, couched as palace diplomacy, the Chinese have
cornered African economy. Concluding that there is need for the reform of the approaches to curtailing socio-economic and
political corruption in Africa in the form of applications of ideas molded and refined to transparency in dealing with the
Chinese, while economic institutions in African is empowered to effectively fight corruption.
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