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Abstract : China-Japan-South Korea (CJK) trilateral cooperation has experienced historical challenges in recent years, which
negatively influenced the development of their relationship. Results of the interviews with three citizens on trilateral relations
illustrate that most people are concerned with the historical conflicts among CJK. This paper specifically focuses on managing
historical issues, including comfort women issues, territorial disputes, and divergence in historical education. Accordingly, the
effectiveness of management of tensions productively provides a method for detecting historical concerns, managing issues,
and  connecting  the  three  countries  and  citizens  through  advocating  for  fair  media  reporting,  effective  network
institutionalization, and active local government cooperation. Furthermore, this paper contributes to providing government
solutions for reinforcing the CJK partnership. It specially involves history education, East Asian identity and mutual trust
establishment,  East  Asia intra-regional  exchange programs,  and reorganization of  the role of  the Trilateral  Cooperation
Secretariat (TCS).
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