
State of Play for the World’s Largest Greenhouse Gas Emitters
Authors : Olivia Meeschaert
Abstract : The Conference of the Parties (COP) refers to the countries that signed on to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change. This annual conference provides a platform for countries to voice their major climate concerns,
negotiate on a number of global issues, and come to agreements with the world’s largest emitters on how to make incremental
changes  that  will  achieve  global  climate  goals.  Historically,  the  outcome  of  COP  includes  major  climate  pledges  and
international agreements. COP27 will take place in Egypt at the beginning of November 2022. The 197 parties will come
together to develop solutions to the dire consequences of climate change that many people around the world are already
experiencing. The war in Ukraine will require a different tone from last year’s COP, particularly given that major impacts of the
war are being felt throughout Europe and have had a detrimental effect on the region’s progress in achieving the benchmarks
set in their climate pledges. Last year’s COP opened with many climate advocates feeling optimistic but the commitments made
in Glasgow have so far remained empty promises, and the main contributors to climate change – China, the European Union,
and the United States of America – have not moved fast enough.
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