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Abstract : Advances in technology and the changes in lifestyle and work expectations amid the COVID-19 pandemic are
requiring changes to vocational assessment, provision of vocational training, and identification of job matches for individuals
with intellectual disability. Vocational assessment involves the assessment of interests, skills, abilities, and
strengths/weaknesses, as well as a detailed understanding of healthcare, familial, social, community, workplace-related and
policy-level protective and risk factors impacting the individual. In India, vocational assessment procedures such as interviews
play a major role in vocational placement today. Unfortunately, many of the most widely used vocational assessment
instruments in India were developed in the 1970s to 2000s and have not been revised since. Hence, there is a dire need to
update existing tools and prepare a structured approach for vocational service providers to meet the unique employment needs
of individuals with intellectual disabilities. To address this need, this project designed a multi-domain assessment toolkit for a
structured approach to vocational assessment, training, and job placement for individuals with intellectual disabilities in India.
Methods included conducting an empirical review of the available tools currently in use in India for the vocational assessment
of persons with intellectual disabilities. Domains addressed in the instrument review were organized into a structured system,
and additional items related to contemporary technology, pandemic-related experiences of persons with disabilities, and
changes in lifestyle and work expectations due to the pandemic were added. Items assessing behaviors, provision of vocational
training, and identification of job matches for individuals with intellectual disabilities were developed. The proposed tool has
the potential to benefit organizations working with and preparing individuals with intellectual disabilities to find successful
employment by undertaking a structured approach to vocational assessment, rehabilitation, training, and placement. It can be
particularly useful for guiding new professionals doing vocational rehabilitation in India.
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