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Abstract : Subcontracting has become a fundamental feature in the construction industry, particularly as most projects in
South Africa (SA) are executed by subcontractors. However, the sector in SA contributes to the high level of occupational
hazards and injuries recorded, despite Health and Safety (H&S) regulations being enforced in the industry. Hence, this study
aims to evaluate the barriers to health and safety practices by subcontractors in SA Construction Industry. A survey design was
adopted.  A  total  number  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  (144)  questionnaires  were  administered  to  quantity  surveyors,
construction managers, construction project managers, project managers, architects, and civil and structural engineers, who
are owners or work in small and medium enterprises in Guateng Province, SA and eighty-three (83) were returned and found
suitable for analysis. Collected data were analysed using percentage, mean item score, standard deviation, and one-sample t-
test. The findings show that lack of skilled workers, lack of safety training, and insufficient safety awareness are the most
significant  barriers  to  health  and  safety  practices  in  SA  Construction  Industry.  Therefore,  the  study  recommends  the
improvement in skills of staff and adequate training for the safe execution of work be provided to all employees and supervisors
in these subcontracting firms. These will mitigate the rate of accident occurrence on construction sites.
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