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Abstract : The west African ports have been experiencing large inflow and outflow of containerized cargo in the last decades,
and this has created a quest amongst the countries to attain the status of hub port for the sub-region. This study analyzed the
relationship between the container throughput and Gross Domestic Products (GDP) of nine west African countries, using
Simple Linear Regression (SLR), Polynomial Regression Model (PRM) and Support Vector Machines (SVM) with a time series
of 20 years. The results showed that there exists a high correlation between the GDP and container throughput. The model also
predicted the container throughput in west Africa for the next 20 years. The findings and recommendations presented in this
research will guide policy makers and help improve the management of container ports and terminals in west Africa, thereby
boosting the economy.
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