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Abstract : Festival time on the island of St. Croix is an annual celebration of a melting pot of rich culture and heritage. All your
senses are amplified by the colorful bodies that paint the streets with swaying hips commemorating the ancestors who didn’t
have the voice to express themselves, let alone the bodily authority through movement. Within this atmosphere of jubilee, you
will become a witness to how the melodies of Calypso and Soca music take full control of the body. As a result, the waist and
hips in a trance follow the polyrhythmic patterns birthing the shunned movement practices of  whining and wukkin up.
Spectators on the sidelines of the festival events will either frown upon this spectacle of the whining bodies or gaze in awe at
the performative history in a public space. The historical value of the Caribbean Carnival is being defaced by the transnational
spectatorship using body politics to push more of a Eurocentric-influenced atmosphere. The themes within this investigation
are the stereotypes of over-sexualization and resistance to assimilation to how black female bodies are being viewed in
Carnival.
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