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Abstract : Iranian deafs are an under-researched population. The lack of research comes from the fact that if none, there are
very few researchers capable of speaking sign language. The exclusion of this minority group from mainstream society often
distorts the general understanding of prevalent issues of the deaf in Iran. The topic of this research was co-created through
preliminary discussions with the Iranian deaf. Domestic violence then was picked up as an infrastructural issue impacting other
dimensions of  deaf  lives such as work,  education,  and outside family relationships.  For this  purpose,  we systematically
searched  the  literature  seeking  a  comprehensive  questionnaire.  We  came across  a  46-item standardized  questionnaire
measuring domestic violence in Iran. To adapt this questionnaire, we followed standard procedures reflected in another article.
The inclusion criteria of the current research were married (had experienced living with a partner before) and +18-year-old
deaf. Sampling was random and recruitment of the participants was through governmental or voluntary organizations for the
deaf. 390 questionnaires then were analyzed through SPSS version 27. Analysis showed that the prevalence rate of domestic
violence was 26% in general that emotional violence with 29% was the most prevalent type. Findings suggested that the more
educated, and economically independent were the participants, the lower the probability of encountering domestic violence.
Domestic violence within families where all members were deaf proved to be less usual than in families in which only the
participant was deaf. Further interventional research is needed to assess how to empower the Iranian deaf regarding domestic
violence.
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