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Abstract : Finland is the second most violent country for women in the European Union (EU). 47% of women in Finland
claimed to have experienced domestic violence against women (DVAW), compared to an average of 33% in the EU. Although
the statistics in Finland are transparent, to the author’s best knowledge, there are no statisticsonDV by nationality in Finland.
On the other hand, being a Muslim woman in a non-Muslim-majority country represents a position of double vulnerability to
violence. There are 10404 Afghan refugees in Finland who are Muslim. Barriers such as unfamiliarity with support services,
fear of the police, racism, language, economic and practical dependence, social isolation, and family commitments all lead to a
lack of reporting of DVAW among migrants. Although witnessing and experiencing DV have devastating effects on women’s and
children’s health and well-being, there is a lack of studies about DVAW among Afghan families in Finland. To fill this knowledge
gap, Afghan women living in Finland are selected as the target group to assess their views on DVAW and child protection. This
study  is  implemented  in  the  socio-ecological  approach  framework  to  assess  the  impacts  of  individual  characteristics,
interpersonal relationships, community, and society components on DVAW in Afghan families. Interviews with Afghan women
and content analysis are used to find out participants' views on DVAW, its risk factors, and approaches and methods to improve
protection for women and children. Main purpose is to obtain information about participants' views on the subject. The findings
can be used to improve culturally safe social work knowledge and practices with a bottom-up approach to reduce DV and
increase child protection. Therefore, this research can have important effects on the sustainable development of services and
supports the welfare and inclusion of immigrant families. The expected results will contribute to sustainable gender equality,
which is in line with the fifth goal of the Sustainable Development Goals.
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