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Abstract : This study aims to assess the perception and attitudes of community pharmacists in Sidi-Bel-Abbes (Algeria)
towards generic drugs. This is a descriptive cross-sectional prospective survey and quantitative, conducted over a period of two
months from April to May 2014. The target population consisted of 118 pharmacists practicing in pharmacies in Sidi-Bel-Abbes.
Data collection was conducted through a  questionnaire  consisting of  thirteen (13)  items.  Fifty  six  (67%) of  community
pharmacists in the town of Sidi-Bel-Abbes in the survey believe that generics have a lower quality compared to brand name
medicines Only 42% of respondents viewed locally manufactured generic medicines as equal in quality compared to the
imported generic medicines, and 63% believe that the generics substitution has led to change the relationship between a
pharmacist and patient. In order to promote the practice of generic medicines in Algeria, an educational program should be
implemented.
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