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Abstract : This study “Territorial Influence of Religious Based Armed Conflicts in Africa” was in place to identify the influence
of religious based armed conflicts, their parsistance and their impact on African societies. The study employed a qualitative
research methodology, as data from respondents was descriptively recorded using random sampling technics. The study
discovered that, the world is experiencing religious based armed violence where actors fight under the umbrella of freedom
fighters where the African continent in particular has been at the pic of such armed violence almost since each countries
independence to date. Because of this situation, the Continent is torn apart as families are traumatized by the memories of
their dear ones who never survived in yesterdays’ faith based armed violence. The study disvovered that, some of these faith
based  armed  conflicts  are  caused  by  factors  ranging  from  undemocratic  practices  due  to  poor  governance,  poverty,
Unemployment, religious extremism and radicalism which later turn into intractable violence. Religious armed groups such as,
Holly Spirit Movement (HSM), Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) and Lords Resistance Army (LRA) in Uganda and now Eastern
DRC and Central African Republic, ALSHABAB in East Africa, SELEKE and ANTI BALAKA in Central African Republic, BOKO
HARAM in Nigeria, JANJAWEED in Sudan and Republic of Chad, Sudaneess Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA) in Southern
Sudan, Alqaida Mission in Islamic Magreeb (AQIIM) in Mali coupled with acute racism of Hutu and Tutsi in Rwanda or Burundi
and Xenophobic Nationalism in (South Africa). The study futher discovered that, the component of “freedom fighters” has
strongly made these groups maintain the ground without fear of any repucation, which situation has resulted into children and
women becoming disproportionally victims and the response of international communities to the violence is inadequate. The
study concludes that, dialogue for peace is better than going for wars. The study recommends that, in order to restore peace on
the African continent and elsewhere in the world, UN should recommend the teaching of peace values in schools, pre-conflict
early warnings must be well attended, actors must refrain from using religious lebles, democracy, unemployment and poverty
issues should as well be addressed to avoid unnessesary conflicts.
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