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Abstract  :  Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Corona  pandemic,  the  shift  to  online  learning  took  place  abruptly.  Neither
practitioners nor learners were prepared for this sudden move. Higher education providers were compelled to implement
online courses on a very short notice. Sultan Qaboos University is one among these. The question of motivation attracted a
great number of educators. A case study was carried out so as to shed some lights on students' perceptions towards virtual
learning and how it influenced their motivation to learning. The data was collected by means of semi-structured interviews of a
focused group of 16 students along with classroom observation over a 12 week period. Both interviews and class observation
revealed that  there was a  general  negative feeling about  the online teaching platform and its  impact  on the learners'
motivation. Several factors were identified, namely the absence of interaction, social isolation, inconsistency of instructional
knowledge, unfamiliarity with the new learning environment, IT illiteracy, and teacher development. The researcher aims at
demonstrating the effect of virtual classrooms on students' motivation to acquire L2. The findings may be used to inform future
decisions about courses, curriculum design. And teacher development
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