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Abstract :  This  paper addresses initial  teacher formation as  a  formative space in  which pedagogy students  develop a
pedagogical agency capacity to contribute to social justice, considering ethical, political, and epistemic dimensions. This paper
is structured by discussing first the concepts of agency, pedagogical interaction, and social justice from a critical perspective;
and continues offering preliminary results on the capacity of pedagogical agency in novice teachers after the analysis of critical
incidents as a research methodology. This study is motivated by the concern that responding to the current neoliberal scenario,
many initial  teacher formation (ITF)  programs have reduced the meaning of  education to instruction,  and pedagogy to
methodology, favouring the formation of a technical professional over a reflective or critical one. From this concern, this study
proposes that the restitution of the subject is an urgent task in teacher formation, so it is essential to enable him in his capacity
for action and advance in eliminating institutionalized oppression insofar as it affects that capacity. Given that oppression takes
place in human interaction, through this work, I propose that initial teacher formation develops sensitivity and educates the
gaze to identify oppression and take action against it, both in pedagogical interactions -which configure political, ethical, and
epistemic subjectivities- as in the hidden and official curriculum. All this from the premise that modelling democratic and
dialogical  interactions are basic  for  any program that  seeks to  contribute to  a  more just  and empowered society.  The
contribution of this study lies in the fact that it opens a discussion in an area about which we know little: the impact of the type
of interactions offered by university teaching at ITF on the capacity of future teachers to be pedagogical agents. For this
reason, this study seeks to gather evidence of the result of this formation, analysing the capacity of pedagogical agency of
novice teachers,  or,  in  other words,  how capable the graduates of  secondary pedagogies are in their  first  pedagogical
experiences to act and make decisions putting the formative purposes that they are capable of autonomously defining before
technical or bureaucratic issues imposed by the curriculum or the official culture. This discussion is part of my doctoral
research, "The importance of developing the capacity for ethical-political-epistemic agency in novice teachers during initial
teacher formation to contribute to social justice", which I am currently developing in the Educational Research program of the
University of Lancaster, United Kingdom, as a Conicyt fellow for the 2019 cohort.
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