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Abstract : The concept of vertical space urbanization, defined in English as "air rights development," can be considered a
mechanism for the development of public spaces in urban areas of high density. A chronological overview of the transformation
of space within the vertical projection of the existing traffic infrastructure that penetrates through the central areas of a city is
given in this paper through the analysis of two illustrative case studies: more advanced and recent - "Plot 13" in Boston, and
less well-known European example of structures erected above highways throughout Italy - the "Pavesi auto grill" chain. The
backbone of this analysis is the examination of the possibility of yielding air rights within the vertical projection of public
structures in the two examples by considering the factors that would enable its potential application in capitals in Southeastern
Europe. The cession of air rights in the Southeastern Europe region, as a phenomenon, has not been a recognized practice in
urban planning. In a formal sense, legal and physical feasibility can be seen to some extent in local models of structures built
above protected historical heritage (i.e., archaeological sites); however, the mechanisms of the legal process of assigning the
right to use and develop air rights above public structures is not a recognized concept. The goal of the analysis is to shed light
on the influence of institutional participants in the implementation of innovative solutions for vertical urbanization, as well as
strategic planning mechanisms in public-private partnership models that would enable the implementation of the concept in
the region. The main question is whether the manipulation of the vertical projection of space could provide for innovative
urban solutions that overcome the deficit and excessive use of the available construction land, particularly above the dominant
public spaces and traffic infrastructure that penetrate central parts of a city. Conclusions reflect upon vertical urbanization
that can bridge the spatial separation of the city, reduce noise pollution and contribute to more efficient urban planning along
main transportation corridors.
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