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Abstract : The present study investigates how music theory has developed across different countries due to their diverse
histories, religions, and cultural differences. It is unknown how these various factors may contribute to differences in music
theory across countries. Therefore, we examine the differences between China and Greece, which have developed unique
music theories over time. Specifically, our analysis looks at musical notation and scales. For example, Tonal music originates
from Greece, which harbors quite complex notation and scaling. There exist seven notes in each scale within seven modes of
scales. Each mode of the diatonic scale has a unique temperament, two of which are most commonly used in modern music. In
contrast, we find that Chinese music has only five notes in its scales. Interestingly, a unique feature of Chinese music theory is
that there is no half-step, resulting in a highly divergent and culture-specific sound. Fascinatingly, these differences may arise
from the contrasting ways that Western and Eastern musicians perceive music. While Western musicians tend to believe in
music “without borders,” Eastern musicians generally embrace differing perspectives. Yet, the vast majority of colleges or
music conservatories teach the borderless theory of Western music, which renders the music educational system incomplete.
This is critically important because learning music is not simply a profession for musicians. Rather, it is an intermediary to
facilitate understanding and appreciation for different countries’ cultures and religions. Education is undoubtedly the optimal
mode to promote different countries’ music theory so people across the world can learn more about music and, in turn, each
other. Even though Western music theory is predominantly taught, it is crucial we also pursue an understanding of other
countries’ music because their unique aspects contribute to the systematic completeness of Music Theory in its entirety.
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